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Ms were judged fit to appear in the collection
printed by that learned body on the death of
George I; and still more, certainly, from the
predilection for classical pursuits which he
displayed in after life, and the decidedly clas-
sical tincture which pervades all his composi-
tions. Demosthenes is said to have been so
great a favorite with him that he repeatedly
translated certain of his orations into Eng-
lish.
The immediate cause of his removal from
Oxford was a hereditary gout, which had al-
ready attacked him at Eton in his sixteenth
year. He sought to expel the disorder by
traveling. He made the tour of France, and
visited Italy, but without realizing his pur-
pose ; his gout still adhered to him, it preyed
upon his constitution throughout life, and
never left him till it gained the mastery. To
an ordinary mind this malady would have
proved a severe misfortune; Pitt found
means to convert it into almost an advantage.
Excluded by it from the gayeties and dissi-
pations of common life, he applied himself
the more earnestly to the acquisition of knowl-
edge. He read, and wrote, and studied, en-
deavoring by every method in his power to
cultivate those faculties which were one day
to become the ornament of his age and nation.
In the meantime, however, his immediate
prospects were by no means magnificent. He
had lost his father in 1727; a scanty fortune
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